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Does the Flesh of Animals suspected to be Infected 
by Foot-and-Mouth Disease form a Source of Danger 
for the Spreading of Virus ’ 

By Dr. L. F. D. EK. Lourens, Director, Netherlands 
State Serum Institute, Rotterdam. 


It may be accepted as an established fact that 
healthy, uninfected animals coming from farms where 
foot-and-mouth disease occurs are rendered clean, 
and that any virus accidentally found upon them is 
entirely disposed of, when slaughtering is followed by 
skinning, or,in the case of pigs, by scalding and scraping, 
by which means the hair is removed together with the 
epidermis. 

Such animals and their flesh are consequently to 
be regarded as being harmless with respect to the 
spreading of virus. 

In the case of healthy, but already infected, animals. 
the possibility exists that virus is present in them, 
which is not removed when they are slaughtered, 
Such a possibility, however, particularly exists when 
the animals are slaughtered in that part of the incuba- 
tion period during which the virus circulates in the 
body—that is, in the eruptive stage. 

The total duration of incubation lasts, generally 
speaking, only two or three times twenty-four hours, 
and the eruption stage lasts at most but a few hours. 
It will consequently most vertainly be the exception 
for the animals to be slaughtered just in that stage. 
In most cases the sickness will break out whilst the 
infected animals are being conveyed from the farm 
to the slaughter-house, and this will be observable, 
after slaughtering, by the lesions which have then 
made their appearance. 

Since, however, the possibility that animals will be 
slaughtered just in the eruptive stage is not excluded, 
it becomes necessary to ascertain whether in the flesh 
of such animals virus is present in a viable condition, 
creating the danger of spread. 

Immediately after the animal has been slaughtered, 
and before the flesh has ripened, the reaction is 
alkaline to neutral. This reaction continues to 
exist for several hours according to the surrounding 
temperature, and is then replaced by acidity. This 
acid reaction occurs owing to the formation in the 
muscles of sarcolactic acid and volatile fatty acids, 
through which the myosin coagulates and general 
stiffness of the muscles supervenes. Owing to the 
increase of the acid content, the myosin dissolves 
(myosin dissolves in a half per cent. solution of lactic 
acid), and the flesh consequently becomes tender. 
The flesh is then ripe. This formation of acid, 
occurring during the process of ripening, can easily 
be clearly demonstrated by litmus and neutral red 
reactions. 





Now it is generally known that the virus of foot-and- 
mouth disease is only very slightly resistant and is 
particularly sensitive to acids. In milk which is 
beginning to turn sour, it rapidly dies, so that trans- 
mission of infection with such milk never succeeds. 
It is not possible to produce disease with virus mixed 
with sour milk immediately before the injection, 
not even when resort is made to intravenous in- 
jection. 

Theoretically, therefore, it may be assumed that in 
case the virus of foot-and-mouth disease is present 
in meat, it can only remain viable tn it for a very short 
time, and thus it follows that it is not probable that, 
practically speaking, such meat will ever form a 
source of danger for the spreading of this disease, 

In the days when, in Holland, animals suffering 
from foot-and-mouth disease were killed and destroyed, 
suspected animals were also killed, but the meat was 
sold for consumption and no fresh cases of disease 
were ever caused thereby. Nor have unfavourable 
experiences ever been reported from other countries 
in which the same procedure was adopted. 

In this regard, therefore, practice has clearly proved 
that the virus in the carecase soon perishes, 

This has, however, never been demonstrated 
specifically, and consequently experiments have heen 
carried out : 

(1) To ascertain how far virus is present in the flesh 
of animals in the incubation period, following 
natural infection. 

(2) 'To ascertain how far virus is present inthe flesh 
of animals in the eruptive stage, following artificial 
infection, 

(3) To determine the length of time virus remains 
viable in the flesh of sick animals ; and 

(4) To ascertain whether the virus of foot-and-mouth 
disease, which is mixed i vitro for twenty-four 
hours with meat juice from an animal normally 
fit for slaughter, is still able to cause infection, 

These experiments were carried out with pigs. 

In order to obtain animals which were in the 
incubation period, and, as far as possible, in’ the 
eruptive stage of foot-and-mouth disease following 
natural infection, healthy pigs were collected in styes, 
containing infected ones, and their temperature 
taken five times a day. 

In the case of the first experiment, one of the pigs 
had a temperature of 40-1°C. within forty-eight hours, 
blisters having formed on the feet, and after sixty 
hours the other two animals were also sick, blisters 
having formed, and their temperatures being between 
40° and 40-9°C, 

In the case of the second experiment, after seventy- 
two hours two pigs, with temperatures of 40° and 
40-9°C. respectively, had blisters ; the third pig, after 


, 


af 





ie 


re 
7 
| 


SES GTN OE EE ESTE 


2 
2 

dan et, 
~ 


= 


- 
— 


if... 
* 





ee = 
ww ee ge ee di 
ts ‘ i * 


7 le 





£ 
. . es 


= = 
ae rr or oe eee 


. GOV xy 


a ee 
ee ae 
a 


0 Pye 








996 No. 45. Vol. VI. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 





November 6, 1926. 





eighty-four hours, had a temperature of 39-8°C. 
(average temperature previous days 38-8°C.). 

The latter pig was then killed, and after the killing 
exhibited no clinical symptoms of foot-and-mouth 
disease. The blood and flesh of this pig served for 
experiment A. 

In the third experiment two pigs clearly had 
blisters on their feet within forty-eight hours; the 
third pig had a temperature of 39-6°C. without 
clinical symptoms. 

After it was killed, however, it appeared that a small 
blister had already formed on one of the front feet. 
The blood and flesh of this animal then served for 
carrying out experiment D. 

In the fourth experiment two pigs had temperatures 
of 39-6° and 39-8°C. respectively, after forty-two 
hours. These animals were then killed and exhibited 
no external symptoms of disease after the killing. 
The blood and flesh of these two pigs were employed 
in experiment B. 

From these observations it appears firstly, that, 
in connection with the short duration of incubation in 
the case of foot-and-mouth disease, it is not easy to 
obtain pigs already in an advanced stage of incuba- 
tion, and, secondly, that the duration of the eruptive 
stage is only a few hours. 


1.—EXPERIMENTS WITH THE FLESH OF ANIMALS 

IN THE INCUBATION STAGE OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH 

DISEASE, AFTER NATURAL INFECTION. 

Experiment A. 

Pig No. 1, given a subcutaneous injection of 20 c.cm. 
of defebrinated blood. 

Pig. No. 2, given a subcutaneous injection of 20 c.cm. 
juice pressed out of flesh, four hours 
after the killing. 

Pig. No. 3, given a subcutaneous injection of 20 c.cm. 

juice pressed out of flesh, twenty-four 
hours after the killing. 

Pig. No4,{fed with eight kilos meat, twenty-four 

Pig No. 5,¢ hours old. 

Pig No. 6, given subcutaneous injection of 25 c.cm. 
juice pressed out of flesh, forty-eight 
hours after the killing. 

Pig No. ‘= with eight kilos meat, forty-eight 

Pig No. 8,( hours old. 

Experiment B. 

Pig No. 9, given subcutaneous injection of 20 c.cm. 
defebrinated blood. 

Pig No 10, given subcutaneous injection of 20 c.cm. 

; meat juice, 3} hours after the killing. 

Pig No. 11, given subcutaneous injection of 20 c.cm. 

meat juice, twenty-four hours after the 


killing. 
Pig No. 12, ~ with eight kilos meat twenty-four 
Pig No. 13, hours old. 


Pig No. 14, given subcutaneous injection of 20 c.cm. 
meat juice, twenty-four hours old. 
Pig No. 15, { fed with eight kilos meat, forty-eight 

Pig No. hours old. 


16 
Pig No. 17, fed with bone marrow from two bones, 
18,“ twenty-four hours after the killing. 


Pig No. 





The flesh used in both experiments gave an acid 
reaction. 

Of these eighteen pigs, No. 9, given an injection of 
20 c.cm. defebrinated blood, became affected with 
foot-and-mouth disease four days after the injection. 
Pigs Nos. 15 and 16 were killed six days after being 
fed with meat, because they were suffering from swine 
erysipelas. 

The other fifteen animals remained healthy during 
a period of observation from ten days after the 
injections. After that time they were injected with 
virus and therefrom it appeared that all were sensitive 
to foot-and-mouth disease. 

From these experiments it appears that the flesh 
of animals which were certainly in the incubation 
period, and of which one was even in the eruptive 
stage, contained no viable virus of foot-and-mouth 
disease four hours only after being killed. 


2.—EXPERIMENTS WITH THE FLESH OF ANIMALS 
IN THE ERUPTIVE STAGE AFTER ARTIFICIAL INFECTION. 


Of four pigs given an intravenous injection of 
one-tenth of a cubic centimetre of virus, three 
exhibited symptoms of disease after only twenty-four 
hours. The fourth pig had a temperature of 39-8°C. 
This animal was at once killed, its blood and flesh 
having been employed for experiment C. 


Experiment C. 

Pig No. 19, given a subcutaneous injection of 20 c.cm. 
defebrinated blood, three hours after 
the killing. 

Pig No. 20, given a subcutaneous injection of 20 c.cm. 
muscle juice, three hours after the 
killing. 

Pig No. 21, given a subcutaneous injection of 20 c.cm. 
muscle juice, twenty-four hours after 
the killing. 

Pig No. 22, { fed with eight kilos meat, twenty-four 

Pig No. 23, hours after the killing. 

Pig No. 24, given a subcutaneous injection of 20 c.cm. 
muscle juice, forty-eight hours after 
the killing. 

Pig No. 25, { fed with eight kilos meat, forty-eight 

Pig No. 26,‘ hours after the killing. 

Pig No. 27, { bone marrow by feeding, forty-eight 

Pig No. 28,‘ hours after the killing. : 

Of these ten pigs, only No. 19, injected with 20 c.cm. 
defebrinated blood from a pig killed in the eruptive 
stage after artificial infection, became affected with 
foot-and-mouth disease three days after the inocula- 
tion. 

The other nine swine were maintained under obser- 
vation during ten days and showed no symptoms of 
disease. After that period they were infected with 
virus and it appeared that all were sensitive to foot- 
and-mouth disease infection. 

These experiments prove that the meat of an animal 
in the eruptive stage of the disease, three hours after 
the killing had taken place, did not form a source of 
danger for infection. 
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3--EXPERIMENTS. PERFORMED TO DETERMINE HOW 
LONG VIRUS REMAINS VIABLE IN THE FLESH OF SICK 
ANIMALS. 

In the first place, for the purpose in view, the blood 
and flesh were taken of the pig which had a small blister 
on one of the front feet (experiment D), referred to 
in the third experiment to obtain pigs in the incuba- 
tion stage after natural infection, and, in the second 
place, the flesh of animals which had been experimen- 
tally infected in order to obtain virus for the prepara- 
tion of serum (experiment E). 

Experiment D. 

Pig No. 29, given subcutaneous injection of 20 c.cm. 
defebrinated blood, two hours after the 
killing. 

30, given subcutaneous injection of 20 c.cm. 
muscle juice two hours after the killing. 

31, given subcutaneous injection of 20 c.cm. 
muscle juice, twenty-four hours after 
the killing. 

te kilos meat by feeding, twenty-four 

33,/ hours after the killing. 

34, given subcutaneous injection of 20 ¢.cm. 
muscle juice forty-eight hours after 
the killing. 

) fe kilos meat by feeding, forty-eight 

36, hours old. 

37, given intravenous injection of bone 
marrow extract, seventy-two hours 
after the killing. 

Pig No. 38, bone marrow by feeding, seventy-two 

hours after the killing. 

Of these ten pigs, Nos. 29, 30, 31, 37 and 38 became 
affected with foot-and-mouth disease ; the other pigs 
showed no symptoms of that disease during ten days. 


Pig No. 


Pig No. 


Pig No. 
Pig No. 
Pig No. 


Pig No. 
Pig No. 
Pig No. 


Experiment E. 

Pig No. 39, given injection of 20 c.cm. muscle juice, 
after the killing. 

Pig No. 40, Ditto ditto. 

Pig No. 41,) fed with ten kilos meat, forty-eight hours 

Pig No. 42,/ after the killing. 

Pig No. 43, bone marrow by feeding, forty-eight 
hours after the killing. 

Pigs Nos. 39 to 43 remained healthy during ten 
days. After that period they were infected with virus, 
together with Nos. 32 to 36, and it appeared that all 
were sensitive to foot-and-mouth disease infection. 

From these experiments (D. and E.), it appears 
that virus in viable form is still present in the flesh 
of a pig suffering from foot-and-mouth disease, 
after the lapse of twenty-four hours, but that this 
virus is so weakened that, administered by feeding, 
it causes no further disease, whereas, administered 
subcutaneously, it does. 

In one case virus still appeared to be present in 
viable form in bone marrow, also to be capable of 
producing infection by feeding ; ina second case, no 
success was obtained, after forty-eight hours, in 
producing the disease with bone marrow. 


eee Sener 
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4.._-EXPERIMENTS TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER THE 
VIRUS OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE, WHICH IS MIXED 
FOR TWENTY-FOUR HOURS tn vitro WITH MEAT 
JUICE OF AN ANIMAL NORMALLY FIT FOR SLAUGHTER, 
IS STILL ABLE TO CAUSE INFECTION, 


Experiment F. 

Pig No. 44, given subcutaneous injection of one- 
tenth c.cm. virus plus 20 c.cm. meat 
juice, kept mixed for twenty-four hours 
in the ice chest. 

Pig. No. 45, same as No. 44. 

Pig No. 46, same as No. 44. 

Pig No. 47, given subcutaneous injection of one- 
tenth c.cm. virus plus 20 ¢.cm, physio- 
logical solution of common salt, kept 
for twenty-four hours in the ice chest 

Pig No. 48, same as No. 47. 

Pig No. 49, same as No. 47. 

Pigs Nos. 44 to 46, inoculated with virus plus 
meat juice, remained healthy, whilst the control pigs, 
Nos. 47, 48, 49 became affected with foot-and-mouth 
disease forty to forty-eight hours after the infection. 

In order to prove that Nos. 44 to 46 were sensitive 
to foot-and-mouth disease infection, they were infected 
with virus after an observation of ten days and all 
became affected with foot-and-mouth disease. 

From these experiments it appears that the virus 
of foot-and-mouth disease in vitro perishes within 
twenty-four hours in juice pressed from flesh, with 
an acid reaction, of an animal normally intended for 
slaughter. 

CONCLUSION. 

From the above experiments, it appears clearly 
that the virus of foot-and-mouth disease is particularly 
sensitive to the acids which are formed during the 
process of the ripening of the flesh. 

There is no danger of the spread of foot-and-mouth 
disease in the flesh of animals slaughtered in the 
incubation period of the disease, not even in that of 
the animals killed in the eruptive stage of the disease. 

It is not possible to infect other animals with the 
flesh of sick animals forty-eight hours after the latter 
have been killed. “ 

The virus of foot-and-mouth disease certainly dies 
within twenty-four hours in vitro, when mixed with 
meat juice. 

By reason of the fore-going experiments, | am 


sure that there exists no danger of the spreading of 


virus by the meat of animals coming from premises 
where foot-and-mouth disease occurs, not even when 
those animals were accidentally slaughtered in the 
incubation or eruptive stage of that disease. 

To this report can still be added the results of the 
investigations made by Schlégel in the State Labora- 
tory at Riems. 

They concern the prevalence, the resistance and the 
destruction of the virus of foot-and-mouth disease 
in the skeletal muscles of diseased guinea-pigs. In 
these experiments Schlégel used the flesh of nine 
diseased guinea-pigs, which were infected by virus 
from the 700th guinea-pig generation. The 
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diseased guinea-pigs were killed by a blow on the head, 
followed by cutting the throat. 

The flesh was chopped up with physiological salt 
solution. The liquid was centrifuged and after that 
rubbed in the scarified skin or injected into the skin. 

Of the thirty-three animals treated by these extracts, 
the following contracted foot-and-mouth disease : 

2 guinea-pigs froim flesh,taken immediately after killing 
2 4 . 7 - 6 hours " 
2 - , 12 hours 

All cheek guine a-pigs inoculated with the serum of 
the killed animals got the disease after twenty-four 
hours. 

The twenty-seven guinea pigs, which resisted the 
infection, were infected with virus ten to thirteen 
days afterwards and it was proved that they all 
were sensitive to this virus. 

With the purpose of proving that the auto-sterilising 
of the flesh from animals suffering from foot-and- 
mouth disease is caused by the forming of lactic 
acid during ripening, Schlégel added lactic acid to 
serum from diseased animals, 

Flesh, after being kept for twelve hours, gets a 
degree of acidity of p.H.6.3.; therefore, virulent 
serum, which has an alkaline reaction, was mixed 
with lactic acid till a degree of acidity of p.H.6.3 
was obtained. 

With this serum, guinea-pigs were infected four, 
six, twelve, eighteen, twenty-four and _ thirty-six 
hours after mixing. None of these animals became 
diseased, whilst the check animals, treated with un- 
mixed serum, thirty-six hours old, all became diseased. 

These experiments prove that the virus can be 
present in flesh from diseased guinea-pigs. By the 
formation of acid, the virus is killed in every case 
within eighteen hours. 

Therefore, from a practical point of view, one may 
exclude the possibility that the virus of foot-and- 
mouth disease will be spread by flesh from diseased 


animals. 
K a a * * 


[This article is the subject of Editorial comment 
on page 999]. 
Persistence of Tubercle Bacilli in Butter from Tuber- 
culous Milk. 
By H. A. Cookson, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.S., D.P.H., 
Sunderland. 





(Reprinted from The British Medical Journal, Oct. 
9th, 1926). 

The danger arising from the presence of tubercle 
bacilli in butter has not attracted in this country the 
attention it deserves, though probably fresh butter 
containing these bacilli is not infrequently on sale. 
With a view to determining their persistence in butter 
made from milk known to contain them, specimens of 
milk were collected from five tuberculous cows ; 
three of these cows were afterwards shown to have 
extensive tuberculous lesions, and in all five cases the 
presence of tubercle bacilli in the milk was demons- 
trated by inoculation into guinea-pigs. 

From these five milks butter was made by naturally 
ripening them without heat, other specimens being 
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pasteurised at 55°, 60°, and 70° C.; after this heating 
butter was made by using a “starter” to produce 
artificial ripening. The various specimens of butter 
were melted and kept at 40° C., sedimentation being 
allowed ; the difficulty of satisfactorily centrifugali- 
sing butter samples was to some extent overcome in 
this way. From the melted samples in cylindrical 
containers 4 c.cm. was taken from the surface and 
another 4 c.cm. from the bottom, guinea-pigs being 
inoculated with the total 8 ccm. When the milk 
was pasteurised it was heated in a container at one of 
three temperatures— 55°, 60°, and 70° C.—-the samples 
of milk being maintained at the selected temperature 
for thirty minutes, and continuously stirred while the 
thermometer re: dings were care fully watched. 

The proof that tubercle bacilli caused the lesions 
found in the guinea-pigs was afforded by histological 
examination of the affected glands. . Smears of the 
gland pulp were stained for tubercle bacilli, prolonged 
treatment with sulphuric acid being followed by the 
application of alcohol for ten minutes. To ensure the 
elimination of error due to the presence of acid-fast 
butter bacilli cultures were made ; the rate of growth 
of the colonies and morphological considerations gave 
further confirmation of their identity. 

The five specimens of milk were all shown to contain 
tubercle bacilli. One sample of butter made from 
naturally ripened milk was found to contain tubercle 
bacilli ; the butter produced in other ways from this 
milk was also found to be similarly infected. The 
other four samples of milk, whether unheated or 
heated, produced butter which was free from tubercle 
bacilli. For the various examinations twenty-five 
guinea-pigs were used. 

It would therefore appear that even the most careful 
pasteurisation is not always a suffucient protection 
against the survival of tubercle bacilli. Work is now 
proceeding to determine the time of persistence of live 
and virulent tubercle bacilli in butter after it has 
been stored in the ice-chest, both salted and unsalted 
preparations being used. The present series of 
experiments is too small to allow definite conclusions 
to be drawn, but the importance of the point at issue 
seems to justify the publication of this preliminary 
report. 
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DR. LOURENS’ REPORT. 


The placing of an embargo upon the importation 
into this country of the carcases of animals from the 
Continent adds a topical element to the scientific 
interest of the report which we publish in this issue 
on some work done by a distinguished Continental 
The 
and report deal with the question of the infectivity 


colleague, Dr. Lourens, of Rotterdam. work 


of the flesh of animals which have been slaughtered 
during the various stages of foot-and-mouth disease, 
and Dr. Lourens, who holds the position of Director 
of the Netherlands State Serum Institute, undertook 
this investigation at the request of the Netherlands 
Government. 

We consider it to be a great privilege and an advance 
in the right direction when we are permitted to publish 
original work from our foreign colleagues, and, while 
not committing ourselves, at the present moment, 
to any endorsement of the conclusions at which Dr. 
Lourens has arrived, we feel that it is incumbent upon 
us to place such communications before our readers 
when we are afforded the opportunity, in order that 
they may be conversant with at least some portion of 
the work which is being done upon this vast subject. 

All research in connection with any disease has to 
satisfy two great conditions: it must be undertaken 
by reliable investigators, and it must subsequently 
be repeated, and proved or disproved, by competent 
In the piece of work now in question the 
in regard to the second, 


authorities. 
first proviso is fully met ; 
our attitude must be one of anticipation, which may 
or may not be fulfilled. Similar experiments have 
been conducted in other countries and, so far as the 
flesh is concerned, similar results have been obtained, 
viz., that after the formation of sarcolactic acid in the 
tissues the virus in the muscular tissues appears to 
become avirulent after a time. 

According to published reports, the findings of the 
Netherlands Government workers were 
placed before the British Ministry of Agriculture and, 
judging by the fact that the Minister has repeatedly 
stated that the Order prohibiting the importation of 
carcases, or parts of carcases, from the Continent 
will remain in operation, they have been considered to 
Doubtless the Ministry will take, 


researc lr 


be inconclusive. 
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or may have taken already, steps to prove or disprove 
the findings of other research workers. 

In relation to one part of the work the conclusion is 
From these experiments it appears that the flesh of 
animals which were certainly in the incubation period, 
and of which one was even in the eruptive stage, 
contained no viable virus of foot-and-mouth disease 
four hours after being killed, but in Experiment No. 2, 
No. 19 pig became affected with foot-and-mouth 
disease after being given a subcutaneous injection of 
the blood of an animal three hours after killing, and 
in Experiment D, pig No. 31, given a subcutaneous 
injection of 20 ¢.c. muscle juice twenty-four hours after 
killing, became affected and pigs No. 37 and 38 be- 
came affected after having been given an intravenous 
injection of bone marrow extract seventy-two hours 
after the affected animal had been killed. In Experi- 
ment E, pigs Nos. 39 and 40 received 20 ¢.c. muscle 
juice forty-eight hours after killing, pigs Nos. 41 and 42 
were fed on meat forty-eight hours after killing, and 
pig 43 was fed on bone marrow forty-eight hours after 
killing.” The results are apparently included in this 
statement : “ From these experiments it appears that 
the virus in viable form is still present in the flesh of a 
pig affected with foot-and-mouth disease after the 
lapse of forty-eight hours, but that this virus is so 
weakened that, administered by feeding, it causes no 
further disease, whereas, administered subcutancously, 
it does.” 

It will be interesting to await the action of the 
Ministry as to whether or not they are testing the 
results obtained by other research workers. If it is 
definitely established that there is no danger from 
the flesh, marrow and offals of animals killed after a 
certain time, there would not seem justification for 
retaining the embargo on Continental meat, but up to 
the present the Ministry of Agriculture apparently 
do not take that view, and,we must recognise the 
fact that it is guided by its own scientific advisers. 

The work of our colleagues in the Netherlands will 
be carefully considered, no doubt, by the Foot-and- 
Mouth Disease Research Committee which is at 
present making investigations. 








Swansea Corporation are to seek Parliamentary powers 
with regard to the subjoined matters :—By-laws as to 
inspection of meat; power to prohibit persons in an ad- 
vanced stage of tuberculosis from selling, ete., food ; 
penalty on original vendor of unsound food ; further powers 
in relation to unsound food ; registration of premises used 
for manufacture, etc., of potted meats and ice-cream ; 


medical practitioners to notify cases of food-poisoning. 
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CLINICAL AND CASE REPORTS. 





A Case Series from Southern India. 
By Howarp C. Stewart, Major R.A.V.C., Bangalore, 
Southern India. 


Case 1. Evecrrocution. Swhject.—An Australian 
charger grazing one evening in an officer’s compound, 
led by a syce, reported as having died from electro- 
cution. 

History.---A line of iron poles brought the current 
down the road from the power station; the voltage 
was transformed at the station from 2,300 to 220; 
a branch wire ran under the road connecting the road 
and the compound pole, i.e., running up the first pole, 
just inside the compound wall; from the top of this 
pole it ran on other poles to the bungalow, to supply 
electric current for lights, faus, ete. The horse was 
grazing in the vicinity of the first compound pole, 
when it stepped upon a piece of bale-wire, which was 
fastened around the base of the pole, and had been 
used to secure a child’s pony, when grazing, to the 
pole. This piece of wire was about one yard in 
length. 

Immediately on touching this wire the horse 
apparently received a severe shock, and fell back- 
wards against the iron pole—-a hollow one of about 
four inches diameter—striking the pole with its 
back, in the lumbar region, on the off side. 

Symptoms.—The syce described these as follows :- 
“When the animal struck the pole, a flash of light 
was seen, the animal shivered and screamed, and, 
after a short struggle, died.” 

Post-mortem.—This revealed a superficial singeing 
of the hair, with deeper-lying burns of the cutis, 
sub-cutis and muscles in the lumbar region oa the 
off side; with laceration and blackening of these 
muscles. There was engorgement of the venous 
system, especially marked in the abdominal cavity, 
also congestion of the endocardium; otherwise nothing 
abnormal was met with. 

All stray dogs in this cantonment are destroyed by 
electrocution at the pound, some 3,090 being thus 
dealt with annually. As a matter of interest, I there- 
fore arranged for the electrocution of two such dogs, 
and made a post-mortem examination of their carcases. 
This confirmed the post-mortem on the horse, except 
that the venous engorgement was most marked in the 
neck and throat, and there was also congestion of 
the lungs, liver and other organs. 

In this case, I was informed that a 2,000 volt, 
6°53 amp., 25 cycle current was used ; death occurred 
in less than half-a-second; the current was passed 
into the dog by a wire attachment around the neck ; 
hence the singeing, burning, and other conditions 
were more marked in this region. 

Voltage, ete.-I was informed that the following 
will prove fatal :--Man, 70 to 300; horse, 300; dog, 
250 or less. 

It would be interesting to know what voltage is 
used on human beings in America, as it is said that 
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too strong a current has little effect, and the man 
“comes up smiling.” This reminds one of the 
veterinary surgeon who gives an old, fat dog a fatal 
overdose of HON. , 

Cause of Accident.It was discovered that there 
was a “short circuit’ down the pole, owing to the 
fuse-wire being too short; so that we have a 220 
voltage plus induction, @.e., wet grass after rain, 
horse’s shoes, “ live ’’ pole, etc., which would produce 
a current sufficiently powerful to kill a horse by 
electric shock. 

Remarks.—It is an extraordinary thing that in 
these days when electric wires and poles abound in 
civilised parts of the world, many more such cases do 
not occur, amongst human beings and animals, and 
lead to legal] actions. In this case, had the syce been 
leading the horse by a chain, instead of a rope, I am 
assured that he also would have been electrocuted. 

Case 2. Fracture OF VERTEBRAE (DORSAL) WITH 
Hemipiecia. Subject Horse R.A., admitted and 
destroyed on 21st November, 1925. 

History-Was under treatment for contusion of 
the hip, near hind, from 6th November, 1925, and 
discharged after four days as it showed much improve- 
ment. On 14th November, 1925, it proceeded to 
practice camp with its battery, and on 21st November, 
1925, I received a request to inspect it. It then 
showed symptoms of hemiplegia, the hind quarters 
being swung to the near side. A fracture of the 
spine was diagnosed und the animal destroyed in 
camp forthwith. 

Post-mortem.—The spine was boiled down at the 
veterinary hospital and revealed a fracture of the 
eleventh dorsal vertebra ; the superior spinous pro- 
cess of this bone was completely broken off, from 
the body, at its lower end; the fracture was com- 
minuted and extended into the spinal canal. 

Case 3. Fracturep Maxiuia. Subject._-Mule, 
Infantry Brigade Transport Company, admitted on 
6th April, 1926, and destroyed on 6th August, 1926. 

History._.On the morning of 6th April, 1926, this 
mule was going on duty harnessed in a cart when the 
companion mule took fright at the barking of a dog 
and galloped off, dragging the other mule with it. 
The subject knocked its head against a tree before 
the driver could stop the cart. 

On admission there was seen a large wound off 
side lower jaw, about the middle of the ramus, and 
above the angle of the jaw; this communicated with 
the root of the sixth lower molar and mouth. About 
two-thirds of this tooth were removed and the right 
ramus was completely fractured from the root of 
sixth molar to the angle of the jaw. 

Treatment. Sutures, iodine, hydrogen peroxide 
injections, etc. ; pieces of loose bone were removed 
from the original wound, which was now a fistula and 
discharging pus. The ramus showed signs of healing. 
There was a bony enlargement around the seat of 
fracture. The jaws became partially fixed and there- 
fore the hand could not be inserted to examine the 
mouth in the region of the fracture ; but the animal 
could feed on sloppy food, hay, ete., and did not lose 
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condition ; at the same time, it was impossible to 
operate per orem, and no more spliaters of bone or 
tooth could be felt through the wound. The fistula 
was curetted, and communication with the mouth 
established, but no sequestrum was discovered. 
Eventually, pus formed at the angle of the jaw, but 
no communication between the fistula and the sinus 
was obtained. The animal was destroyed on 6th 
August, 1926, as an incurable case and, although a 
young mule, not worth further treatment. 

Post-mortem. This revealed suppurating foci with 
ostitis, and a fistula from wound to mouth through 
the root of sixth lower molar; also sinuses leading 
to angle of jaw. ‘The fracture had healed and had 
become covered with adventitious bone and enlarge- 
ment ; the anterior third of the sixth molar was firmly 
fixed in the jawbone, as was also a small portion of 
posterior part of the same tooth. 


Case 4. RupTrurE oF STOMACH, ALSO LARGE 
Intestines. Symploms.— Horse R.A., admitted to 


isolation lines at 10.00 hours on 2Ist July, 1926, 
in a moribund condition; temperature, 102°6° F. ; 
dyspneea; profuse sweating; cold extremities ; 
highly injected mucous membranes; salivation and 
jugular pulse. The blood was examined for anthrax 
with negative results and the case was diagnosed as 
acute enteritis and treated accordingly. This relieved 
the dyspnoea and “cold sweat,’’ but the animal died 
at 13.30 hours, @.e., within 33 hours of admission. 

Post-mortem.—-This_ revealed severe enteritis of 
both small intestines and double colon, a longitudinal 
rupture of the stomach wall, also of the double colon 
at the second flexure—the contents of both organs 
were found in the abdominal cavity. The small 
intestines were acutely inflamed and contained only 
liquid matter. The remainder of carcase appeared 
normal. 

Cause of Death.—-There had apparently been a 
cessation of peristalsis in the small bowel, with over- 
loading of the stomach and large bowel, and consequent 
ruptures of both organs. On enquiry, it was found 
that this animal had been hunted three days pre- 
viously, and had been subject to “scouring” at 
times. 


The Simplest Method of Treating Sandcrack. 
By J. W. Ratney, M.R.C.V.S., Bow. 


When a man, after spending a good many years in 
official veterinary employment, enters upon industrial 
horse practice, he finds himself confronted with some 
technical difficulties in which his former experience 
may be of very little use. In these circumstances, 
he will eagerly renew his acquaintance with the text- 
books and he will discover for himself what he may 
not have before appreciated, namely, how difficult 
it is to sift the grain of useful information from the 
chaff of “ fancy ” treatments. 

In the treatment of sanderack, a condition which is 
as common in city horse practice as it is rare, for 
example, in military practice, the writer found a 
typical instance of the above-mentioned difficulty. 
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The text-books contained a great variety of methods 
but which was the best ? 

It was not a book but a farrier that ultimately 
solved the yuestion for the writer— it is true that the 
method he demonstrated and which is described 
hereafter is mentioned in some text-books, but it is 
not well-defined and no stress is laid upon its evident 
superiority over all other methods. 

No doubt many practical men are fully aware of 
its advantages : one does not claim to have made an 
original discovery ; the moral it is sought to point 
is the relative failure of text-books to tell us, with 
reasonable argument and courageous conviction what, 
in the opinion and experience of the authors, editors 
or compilers, is the best form of treatment in the 
existing state of knowledge for a common pathological 
condition. One feels, somehow, professionally a little 
sore that one should come to rely, after having tried 
most of the text-hvok treatments, upon a method 
demonstrated by a farrier. This method, which the 
writer has now adopted for more than two years, 
apart from being almost invariably successful, has the 
merit. of simplicity and takes about ten minutes to 
apply. 

The hair is clipped from the coronet and the horn 
around the top of the crack is rasped thin. Précisely 
at the junction of the hoof with the coronary band, 
a single horizontal groove is made with a red-hot firing 
iron, until it is evident from the oozing of serum that 
the epidermal tissues have been severed. The groove 
is about two inches long. A certain amount of practice — 
is needed to ensure the correct depth. If the groove is 
not deep enough the crack will not grow out ; if it is 
too deep there may be trouble, 

A little biniodide of mercury ointment is rubbed in, 
and afterwards Stockholm tar is applied daily. 

The usual and necessary procedure is adopted to 
fit the shoe so as to avoid pressure from below, 
and so as to secure pressure at the sides by means of 
quarter-clips. 

As a rule, the horse is at work in about a fortnight 
and the crack has obviously begun to grow out in a 
month. 

Where there is acute bacterial infection, steps are, 
of course, taken by means of foot-baths or poultices, 
either of bran or kaolin-glycerine, to reduce the 
inflammation before operating. A little horn-strip- 
ping may be necessary to expose infected tissue, 








APPOINTMENTS FOR EDINBURGH VETERINARY 
GRADUATES. 


Mr. Ian A. Galloway, B.Se. (Vet. Sci.), and Mr. 
Daniel Cameron, B.Sc. (Vet. Sci.), both graduates of 
the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, 
have been appointed Research Officers under the 
Foot-and-Mouth Disease Research Committee. Mr. 
Galloway recently completed his tenure of a Veter- 
inary Research Scholarship awarded by the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, and Mr. Cameron was 
the Tindal Post-graduate Scholar at the Edinburgh 
Veterinary College last Session. 
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ABSTRACTS. 


Epizootic Lymphangitis. 


This contribution gives an excellent account of 
epizootic lymphangitis, showing how the condition 
arises in wounds which have been neglected, or which 
have not been energetically treated. Experimental 
infection is difficult to bring about, either by subcu- 
taneous inoculation of pus, or cutaneously after 
scarification, or even after repeated inoculation intra- 
venously of as much as | cc. of pure culture of the 
eryptococcus. Horses which have been debilitated 
from some other condition, for example, the Pasteur- 
elloses, are particularly susceptible, and in them the 
course and evolution are rapid. The incubation 
period seems to vary considerably, between one and 
four months. Velu, a French veterinarian, des- 
cribed two forms: the ordinary type, as described 
in the text-books, and an atypical form characterised 
by indolent, painful wounds, without the typical nodes 
and ulcers. Infection of mucous membranes _ is 
uncommon, occurring only in 1-2 per cent. of cases. 

The subjects do not give the mallein reaction, unless, 
as occasionally occurs, true glanders is also present. 
A table of distinctive points between the two diseases 
is given, of which the chief are: In glanders, the pus 
is oily and ropy, the edges of the ulcers are hard and 
indurated, with characteristic lymphatic ramifications ; 
the lymphangitis is not limited to one set of vessels, 
and there is constitutional upset, with fever. In 
epizootic lymphangitis, on the other hand, the pus 
is never oily, but serous or creamy, and of a yellowish 
colour; the lymphangitis is usually limited to one 
system; there is little if any constitutional disturb- 
ance and, as a rule, no rise of temperature. Lastly, 
microscopical examination will suffice to differentiate 
the two. The best treatment is incision, or, failing 
this, if the condition is extensive, cautery. It may 
be necessary, if the ulcer is deep and fungoid, to 
precede the cauterisation by scraping. The use of 
arsenicals, as salvarsan and cacodylate of sodium, or 
of potassium iodide, is not recommended. Prophy- 
laxis is summed up in isolation of cases, early segrega- 
tion of suspects and contacts, and adequate treatment 
of wounds, disinfecting of stalls, and cleanliness 
generally.* 
|Contribucion al estudio de la linfangitis epizootica. 

(Epizootic Lymphangitis.)C. Arroyo ¥ Martin. 

Revista Zootécnica. Buenos Aires. 1925. Nov. 

15. Vol. 12. No. 146. pp. 333-343. Ex. Trop. 

Vet. Bull., Vol. 14, No. 3.) 


The Treatment of Trypanosome Infection. 


This contribution is an attempt to solve the problem 
why a mixture of ‘ Bayer 205” and tartar emetic 
proves so much more effective in treating cattle 
suffering from trypanosome infection than either drug 
separately. The whole subject is a complicated 

* Summarised by Dr. H. Harold Scott. 
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problem in immunology. Jt bas been shown that 
* Bayer 205’ in certain strengths lessens or actually 
abolishes the coagulation of blood-serum by heat, 
and this may be due to an albuminoid compound 
formed between the drug and the serum. A series of 
tests was set up the results of which demonstrated 
that 1 per cent. of “ Bayer 205” had this effect, 
whereas 0°5 per cent. had none, and apparently a 
compound is formed between it and the globulins. 
A similar series showed that the antimony salt has 
no such effect ; on the contrary, it annuls that of 
“ Bayer 205.” Jt is, therefore, inferred that the 
globulin-Bayer compound is changed by the addition 
of antimony. The first of these experiments may 
help in explaining the action of those drugs which 
have an effect upon parasitic organisms in vivo, but 
appear to be inert in vitro. 
| Sobre la accion del * Bayer 205 “ en combinacion con 
el antimonio. (On the Combined Action of 
* Bayer 205” and Antimony.) W. A. CoLuirr.. 
Revista de Med. Vet. Buenos Aires. 1925-26. 
Oct.-Mar. Vol. 8. Nos. 4-6. pp. 119-127. Ez. 
Trop. Vet. Bull., Vol. 14, No. 3.] 








THe Toxiciry or ADRENALIN. 


A recent tatal case of human poisoning with adrenalin 
has caused attention to be directed to the need of cir- 
cumspection in dispensing this powerfully toxic drug. 
The prescription in question was written, ‘‘ Novocaine- 
adrenaline. | per  cent., 5 Gms.” The pharmacist 
prepared this by dissolving 1 per cent. of novocaine 
in the necessary quantity of 1:1000 adrenalin solu- 
tion. The patient received 3.5 c.c. of this, or 3.5 
Mgms. of adrenalin, and_ died. Obviously what 
was intended to be prescribed was | per cent. of the 
1 : 1000 solution of adrenalin. Most contradictory state- 
ments occur in the literature as to the lethal dose of adre- 
nalin. Experiments on animals have given figures which 
are not applicable to man. Moreover, the lethal dose 
varies widely with the method of administration. For 
instance, dogs will tolerate by oral administration doses a 
thousand times greater than those given intravenously ; 
and they will withstand by hypodermic injection doses 
which are fatal to the human subject. Braun found by 
experiment on himself that hypodermic injection of 0-5 
Milligramme of adrenalin in the form of a 1 : 1000 solution 
produced alarming toxic symptoms. Yet 1 Milligramme 
in a 1: 10,000 solution, similarly injected, caused no 
unpleasant symptoms. This renders it evident that the 
degree of dilution of the injection has an important bearing 
on the toxic action, in the same individual. He recommends 
that it should never be injected as a | : 1000 solution, but 
always as al : 10,000 dilution. Moreover, it is known that 
the toxic dose of adrenalin may vary greatly in different 
individuals ; and so in the same person in different con- 
ditions of health. A case has occurred in which grave 
toxic symptoms have followed the administration of as 
little as 0-015 Milligramme in a glucose serum dilution of 
1: 125,000. It is evident, therefore, that great care must 
be exercised in the dispensing and administration of 
adrenalin solutions.—(Pharm. Zeit., 1926, 71, 218; 
through J. Pharm. Belge. 1926, 8, 317.) 
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QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 
(Continued from page 992). 

The Presipent: Are there any further points to 
be raised on the report of the Registration Committee? 

Mr. Gorton: There is one point I should like to 
raise. It refers to the case in which the Secretary 
was instructed to write to a member whose certificate 
of tuberculin testing was being inserted as an advertise- 
ment in the public Press. The minutes, so far as I 
remember, simply instruct the Secretary to draw the 
attention of the member concerned to the undesira- 
bility of using this certificate in this way and ask 
him to endeavour to get it withdrawn. There was a 
further very material point in the case, namely, the 
date of the certificate and the date of its use. As a 
matter of fact, the people who were using the certifi- 
cate were using a certificate which was valueless on 
account of the passage of time. I think that is a 
very material point. 

The PrestpENT: What is your proposition ? 

Mr. Gorton: That that point should be added to 
the Minute. 

The PRESIDENT: I am very glad to accept that 
suggestion: I think it is a very material point. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE: Would not the effect of that 
be that the Company in question would seek to obtain 
an up-to-date certificate, or, at any rate, a more 
recent one ? 

The PresipENT: I hope so. 

Sir Joun M’FapyeEan: I am sorry to feel impelled 
to express the opinion that it is not a very material 
point, and that the insertion of it is calculated to con- 
vey the impression that if the certificate had not been 
out-of-date the Council would have entertained no 
objection to the publication of such things in the Press 
with the consent of the veterinary surgeon who signed 
the certificate. If I understood the feeling of the 
Committee aright, it was that they thought it was not 
desirable (whether the facts as stated were correct 
or not, that the certificate was not of recent date), 
that veterinary surgeons should be encouraged to sanc- 
tion the publication of their names in such a certificate. 

The PrestpeNtT: I am sorry, but my distinct 
impression, as Chairman of the Committee, was 
that it was the general wish of those here that the 
attention of the giver of this.certificate should be 
drawn to the fact that it was really out-of-date and was 
valueless. Whether it is necessary to put that on the 
Minutes or not is another matter. Of course, the 
Secretary would refer to it in his letter, but it is not 
always advisable to put everything on the Minutes. 

Mr. Gorton : I would not press for its insertion on 
the Minutes. 

The Presipent: Are you quite content if the 
Secretary deals with it ? 

Mr. Gorton: Yes. 

The Prestpent: Do you accept that, Professor 
Wooldridge ? 

Prof. WooLprRipGE: Yes. 
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should like to call attention, and that is the case of 

No. 2212, to whom a letter was to be written. I think 
_ Mr. Bullock has omitted something there. We were 
to write a letter to the complainant and tell him that 
that has been done, or is going to be done; that it 
was a matter that must be dealt with first of all by the 
common law, and that if a conviction was secured then 
the -Registration Committee would take into con- 
sideration any action that they might be disposed to 
take. I think that has been omitted, and I fancy there 
might be a complaint from the gentleman who wrote to 
us if he did not have that assurance. In your letter 
you simply indicate to him that the police should 
move, or that it is a case for the common law, but 
you do not promise him to do something if he does 
something. I think that is something he will look 
forward to receiving from us. 

The PRresteNntT: Again, that is on all fours with 
the previous case. The Secretary would, of course, 
do that. The Secretary will carry out that final 
instruction. 

Mr. West: In reading the record I missed that. 

The PREsIDENT: It is in. It simply says: ‘‘ The 
Secretary be instructed to inform the complainant 
that his complaint amounts to a charge of perjury, 
which is a matter for the common law in the first 
instance.” I think in substance it is here, although 
it is not here in detail. It says “‘ in the first instance.” 

Mr. West: I only raised the point with the object 
of preventing the complainant feeling he had any 
grievance against us. 

‘The PRestpENT: Are 
explanation / 

Mr. West: Yes. 

The PrestpENtT: Are there any further comments 
on this report ! 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE: Is not the effect of that that 
it puts the complainant practically in the wrong ? 
It gives the impression that he is put in the wrong by 
having brought the complaint. 

The PrestpENT: I must rule that we have not yet 
adjudicated upon it, so that we have put nobody in 
the wrong. If nobody has any other remarks to 
make, I will put the motion for the adoption of the 
report. 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 
mously,. 

The PReEsIDENT: It is now necessary to pass a 
resolution with regard to the prosecutions. 

Mr. West: I propose that the Seal of the College 
be attached to the prosecutions ordered. 

Mr. McKryna: I second that. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The PresipeNt: I now move that the Registrar be 
instructed to restore the name of Mr. Robert 
Henderson to the Register of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr. McKinna seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Gorron read the following report of the 
Parliamentary Committee and of the Sub-Committee 


| Mr. West: There is one other matter to which I 
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on the Irish Free State, and moved their reception 
and adoption. 

I. Chairman.—-\t was resolved that Mr. A. Gofton be 
appointed Chairman of this Committee for the ensuing year. 

Il. Méinutes.—The Minutes of the previous meeting 
having been printed and circulated were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

Ill. Correspondence. 

(a) A letter was received from the High Commissiorter 
for the Union of South Africa stating that the South 
African Veterinary Bill introduced into the Union House 
of Assembly did not reach the second reading stage before 
the adjournment of Parliament. 

(6) Letters were received from Mr. E. Haughton in 
reference to Meat Inspection, which were referred to the 
Meat Inspection Sub-Committee. 

IV. Report of Sub-Committee on the Irish Free State. 

Il. Chairman.-lt was resolved that Mr. A. Gofton be 
appointed Chairman of the Sub-Committee. 

Il. Reference.—-The Secretary read the reference as 
follows :— 

“That the Secretary be instructed to draw up a 
statement shewing the legal position of the R.C.V.S. 
in relation to members practising in the Irish Free State. 

‘‘ That this statement be submitted to a Special Sub- 
Committee for consideration and report.” 

Ill. Secretary’s Memorandum.—-The Secretary sub- 
mitted a Memorandum showing the present position of the 
veterinary profession in the Irish Free State. This 
Memorandum showed that the effect of the establishment 
of the Irish Free State was that the Veterinary Surgeons 
Acts ceased to have force in the Free State, and that 
therefore the public in the Free State were deprived of any 
legal means of distinguishing between qualified and 
unqualified practitioners. The further consequences are : 

(i) That the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons is no 
longer under a statutory duty to examine students 
educated at the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland : 

(ii) Students of the Royal Veterinary College of lreland 
who may pass the Final Examination and are 
admitted Members of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons are entitled in Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland but not in the Irish Free State to 
the privileges conferred by the Veterinary Surgeons 
Act, 1881. , 

(iii) That any unregistered person in the Irish Free State 
is at liberty to call himself a Veterinary Surgeon or 
Member or Fellow of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, and there remains no power in any body to 
prohibit such an act. 

(iv) Members of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons in the Irish Free State are no longer under 
any liability to pay the annual fee to the College. 

(v) Any British Act which may now be in force in the 
Irish Free State and any Free State Act in which 
reference may be made to veterinary surgeons or 
veterinary inspectors is rendered nugatory to the 
extent that there is no statutory power to restrict 
such a title to qualified and registered persons. 

It was resolved 

(a) That the thanks of the Council be conveyed to the 
Secretary for the excellent way in which he has drawn up 
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the report ; and that the report be incorporated as an 
appendix to the Minutes of Council. 

(6) That the attention of the Lrish Free State Govern- 
ment be called to the present unsatisfactory situation, 
and that they be informed that if it is desired, the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons will undertake to arrange 
to examine the students of the Royal Veterinary College of 
Ireland in December next, but that in the meantime the 
Free State Government should undertake by Order in 
Council to adapt the Veterinary Surgeons Acts to the 
Irish Free State. 

(c) That it be left to the President and Chairman to bring 
these recommendations to the notice of the Irish Free 
State Government either directly, or through the Domin- 
ions Office. 

V. Report of Sub-Committee on Meat Inspection.—The 
following report of the Sub-Committee on Meat Inspection 
was received :— 

1. Minutes.—The Minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 

2. Sanitary Officers Order.—Copies of the Sanitary 
Officers Order, 1926, together with circular from the 
Ministry of Health, were submitted. 

3. Meat Inspection._The Secretary submitted a report 
on an interview with the Secretary of the National 
Federation of Meat Traders’ Associations, and a statement 
with regard to the qualifications necessary for obtaining 
the Meat Inspector’s Certificate of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute. 

It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed to place 
himself in communication with the National Federation 
of Meat Traders’ Associations to ascertain more accurately 
what their desires and intentions were. 

It was resolved that the report be adopted but that the 
Sanitary Officers’ Order and the Circular 701 of the Ministry 
of Health be referred back to the Sub-Committee with power 
to take what action they feel desirable with a view to 
bringing to the notice of the Ministry of Health the un- 
desirability of making the recommendation that before 
being appointed as Sanitary Inspector for the purpose of 
the inspection of meat, a Member of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons should be required to possess the 
D.V.S.M. 

VI. Inspection of Cattle by Sanitary Inspector.—- 
Correspondence was subinitted showing that the County 
Sanitary Officer for Lancashire was engaged in the 
inspection of cattle on farms in Lancashire for tuberculosis 
of the udder and the taking of samples of milk from cows 
with suspicious udders. 

It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed to 
communicate the facts to the Ministry of Health, and the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the Lancashire County 
Council. 

That a copy of the correspondence be supplied to the 
National Farmers’ Union and the British Dairy Farmers’ 
Association. 

Prof. Bux'ron : I second the motion. 

The Prestment: The report is now open for 
discussion. 

Mr. Livesey: I rise to draw the attention of the 
Council to the question as to whether it is desirable 
that the report of the Sub-Committee should receive 
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publicity apart from the profession—whether it is 
desirable that the general public, particularly the 
public in Ireland, should know that it is legitimate for 
anybody to practise as a veterinary surgeon, to call 
themselves veterinary surgeons, and even Fellows of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons ? 

The Presipent: Will you move a proposition ? 

Mr. Gorton: May I say that an instruction was 
given to the Secretary by the Sub-Committee to that 
effect, in order that the report of the Sub-Committee 
might obtain publicity. 


he Prestment: Mr. Livesey doubts — the 
advisability of that course being adopted. I am 


ready to receive a proposition. 

Mr. Livesey: Is it necessary to move a proposition 
on that point ? 

The PresipENT: Would you like to go into Com- 
mittee to discuss the matter / 

Mr. Livesey: Yes, sir. I move that the Council 
go into Committee to discuss the matter. 

Sir JoHN M’FapyYean seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

The Council then resolved itself into Committee. 

On resuming its sittings in Council, 

The PRESIDENT said: The Committee reports to 
the Council that Mr. Livesey’s suggestion, having been 
debated in Committee, has been declared lost. Is 
there any further discussion arising out of the report ! 
If not, I will put the motion for its adoption. 

The resolution was then put and 
unanimously. 


carried 


Honours AND PRIZES COMMITTEE. 


Sir JoHN Moore read the following report of the 
Honours and Prizes Committee, and moved its recep- 
tion and adoption :— 

1, Chairman—\t was resolved that 
Sir John Moore be appointed Chairman of this Committee 


Major-General 


for the ensuing year. 

Il. Minutes.._The Minutes of the previous meeting 
having been printed and circulated were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

il. Fitzwygram Prizes.- Reports of the Auditors on 
the marks gained by the students eligible for theFitzwygram 
prizes for the year 1926 were submitted, which showed 
that Mr. H. Burrow, M.R.C.V.S., had attained the highest 

840, and Mr. L. Jordan, 
the second highest number, 


number of marks, namely, 
M.R.C.V.S., 
namely 821. 

It was resolved that the first Fitzwygram Prize be 
awarded to Mr. H. Burrow, M.R.C.V.S., of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, and the second 
prize be awarded to Mr. L. Jordan, M.R.C.V.S., of the 
Royal Veterinary College, London. 

IV. Jubilee Prize.—-The Report of the 
Examiners on the Examination for the Jubilee Memorial 
and Bursary Prize showed that of, two candidates who 
entered, one withdrew, and the other candidate failed to 


had obtained 


Memorial 


qualify under Regulation 7. 

It was resolved that no award be made. 

Mr. KING seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously, 
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PUBLICATION AND LIBRARY COMMITTEE, 


Dr. BrapLry read the following report of the 
Publication and Library Committee, and moved its 
reception and adoption :— 

1. Chairman.—\t was resolved that Dr. Bradley be 
appointed Chairman of this Committee for the ensuing year. 

Il. Minutes. The Minutes of the previous meeting 
having been printed and circulated were taken as read and 
signed as correct. 

ILI. 


presentations to the Library during the past quarter, and 


Presentations to Library. The Librarian reported 
was instructed to convey the thanks of the Council to the 
respective donors. 
[V. Cataloguing. 
ments had been made whereby Mr. F. Newby devoted a 
definite part of the week to work in the Library, including 
proving 


The Librarian reported that arrange- 


cataloguing, and that the arrangement was 
satisfactory. 

V. Oxford Conference.—The 
report of the Conference of Special 
Balliol College, Oxford, in September, 1926, at which he 


The report was 


Librarian submitted a 


Libraries held at 


represented the Library of the College. 
received and approved. 

VI. Purchase of Text- Books, ete. 
Messrs. Bailliére, Tindall and Cox, a number of text-books 
in Veterinary Science were submitted on approval, and 

It was resolved that the matter be referred to a Special 
Sub-Committee consisting of Major F. T. G. Hobday, 
Mr. G. H. Livesey, Major-General Sir John Moore, Pro- 
fessor G. H. Wooldridge, with power to act. 

VII. Periodical Sets..-The question of the purchase of 
back numbers to complete sets of periodicals was con- 
sidered, and the matter was referred to the Sub-Committee 


By the courtesy of 


with power to act. 

VILL. November Conference.— An 
received from the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust for a 
representative of the Library to attend the Conference to 
be held in London in November. 

It was resolved that the Librarian be authorised to 
attend as representative of the College. 

IX. Register._-The Secretary was instructed to proceed 
with the preparation of the Register for 1927 on the same 


invitation was 


lines as in previous years. 
Mr. Hueues seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously, “ 


APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARIES OF BOARD OF 
EXAMINERS IN SCOTLAND, LIVERPOOL AND IRELAND. 

The Secretary: I have to announce that letters 
have been received from the present local Seeretaries, 
namely, Mr. Archibald W. Baird, Edinburgh; Mr. 
James Doyle, Ireland; and Mr. E. L. Butters, 
Liverpool; announcing their willingness to accept 
re-appointment. 

Dr. BrapLey: I propose that these gentlemen be 
re-appointed, 

Lt.-Col. Stmpson seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Notices OF Motion, 

Sir Joun M’Fapvyean: I beg to give notice of my 

intention to move that Byelaws 60 and 61 be altered 
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to the extent indicated in the formal notice which has 
been suspended on the notice board. 

Prof. WuiTeHOUSsE : I beg to give notice of two sets 
of amendments in connection with Byelaws 61 and 62. 
The first is a formal notice which I have posted, which 
is a kind of compromise to allow the present condition 
in Byelaw 62 to go on as far as the examination in 
anatomy is concerned, but allow an option. 

The PrestpENT: Will you read your notice. 

Prof. WuitEeHovsE: I beg to give notice that the 
following words be added to Byelaw 61, to follow 
Clause (2), Section C :— 

‘* It shall, however, be at the option of the Principal 
of any of the affiliated Veterinary Colleges to present 
the students of his College for the subject of Anatomy 
at two examinations, that is to say, in part at the 
First Professional or A Examination, and in part at 
the Second Professional or B Examination; and in 
that case the students at such College shall be examined 
in that part of the subject that deals with Osteology 
and Arthrology at the first examination and in the 
whole of the subject of Anatomy at the second 
exmaination. 

“Notice of intention to present students for 
examination in the subject of Anatomy at two 
examinations must be given to the Secretary, R.C.V.S., 
at least three months before the examination, and 
such notice shall apply to all the students of that 
College that have entered at the current session.” 

I also beg to give notice of the following alteration 
to Byelaw 61 to give effect to the recommendation of 
the Examination Committee. 

To insert after “candidate” in line 1 the words 
‘except those exempted under Byelaw 62.” 

In Byelaw 62 to add the following words at the 
end of paragraph 3: *‘ They must also submit a certifi- 
cate to the following effect : Of having been a student 
for one session at one of the affiliated Veterinary 
Colleges, and of having therein satisfactorily attended 
during that period the following courses of instruction : 

(1) Anatomy. (a) A course of not less than 130 
lectures on the anatomy of the domesticated animals ; 
(6) A course of practical anatomy, during which the 
student must have dissected the whole body of the 
horse at least once to the satisfaction of his teacher and 
attended not fewer than 40 hours practical instruction 
on the anatomy of the other domesticated animals. 

(2) Physiology. A course of not less than 80 lectures 
on the physiology of the domesticated animals. 

(3) Histology. A course extending to not less than 
40 hours’ practical instruction regarding the histology 
of the domesticated animals. 

(4) Stable Management. Manipulation of the 
domesticated animals and principles of shoeing 
healthy animals. A practical course extending to 
not less than 20 hours’ instruction.” 

Professor BUXTON gave notice that, in accordance 
with Para. XII. of the Report of the Examination 
Committee, adopted by the Council, at the next 
meeting of Council he would move that Byelaw 62 
be altered by the insertion after the word ‘‘ Botany ” 
in line 10, the following words: ‘‘ and any matricu- 
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lated student who produces evidence of having passed 
with honours an examination in Chemistry and 
Physics, and also in Biology (Botany and Zoology) 
as part of his course for a degree in Arts, Science 
(exclusive of Veterinary Science) or Medicine.” 

Sir Jonn Moore: I beg to give notice of an 
alteration in Regulation No. 7 of the Jubilee Memorial 
and Bursary Prize. The alteration is to insert the 
words “‘on each paper” after the word ‘“‘ marks ” 
in line 7. I should like to read the whole paragraph : 
‘“* The candidate must also show that he is able to read 
and understand scientific literature in French and 
German. For this purpose a paper will be set in each 
language for translation into English, and failure to 
obtain 40 per cent. of marks will be held to disqualify.” 

The reason for the insertion of the words ‘‘ on each 
paper ” after the word “ marks” would make it clear 
that the 40 per cent. of marks is not collectively 40 
per cent. on the papers, but on each paper. I think 
that will make it clear. 

The PREstpENT: I am in some doubts as to whether 
that notice of motion is necessary. It is not a Byelaw. 
It seems to me that all that is necessary is for the 
Honours and Prizes Committee to recommend to the 
Council that the rules governing this particular prize 
should be altered in accordance with the recommenda- 
tion read out by Sir John Moore. I will ask the 
solicitor for his opinion on the point. Perhaps it 
might be advisable, in order to save time, to accept 
it at the moment as a notice of motion, but if the 
Solicitor decides that it is not a question which requires 
a notice of motion, as in the case of a Byelaw, it can 
be referred back to the Honours and Prizes Committee. 

Sir JoHN Moore: I only mentioned it because it 
was considered by one of the members of the Committee 
that the 40 per cent. could be held to imply that it 
meant collective marks, but if the feeling of the 
Council is that the previous word “‘ each” covers it, 
I am prepared to withdraw it. 

The PresmpENt: It is a legal question altogether. 
Are you prepared to accept my suggestion ? 

This was agreed. 


OTHER MATTERS. 


Major Hospay: ‘there is one subject I should like 
to mention under the head of “Other Matters.” 
I would like to bring forward a recommendation that 
a Committee of this Council be formed, as the matter 
is urgent, to go into the question of the recent alteration 
of rates of Army Pay of Army Veterinary officers. 
The Army rates of pay have now been published and 
are established. The medical officer, the dental 
officer and the veterinary officer have each had their 
rates of pay altered ; but some people at any rate, 
think that the veterinory officer has a distinct 
grievance, in that his pay has not been dealt with as 
liberally as that of the other two departments. The 
veterinary department is a much older department 
than some of the others that have been dealt with. 
The veterinary officer has to live in the same mess 
and in the same style as the other two grades of 
officers, and the alteration of his rates of pay puts, 
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at any rate the senior officers, in a much worse position 
than they were before. I would like to move that a 
Committee be formed to consider this question. I had 
drafted a resolution which expresses what I felt 
personally about the matter, but I do not want to put 
forward a resolution now, because the subject is too 
urgent to be left over until our next meeting, but 
ought to be dealt with at once. ‘The resolution I 
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drafted was :—‘* The Council of the Royal College of | 


Veterinary Surgeons note with regret that under the 
new conditions of pay for the Medical, Dental, and 
Veterinary Services of the Army, whilst substantially 
improved rates of pay have been given to the Medical 
and Dental Services (the latter a new serivce), no real 
improvement has been given to the Veterinary Service, 
and that in some cases in the future officers will be 
worse off than before the revision. 

‘* This Council are of the opinion that representation 
should be made forthwith to the War Office to re- 
consider this question, which not only is causing a 
real grievance to existing officers but will jeopardise 
the future efficiency of an economic service which 
has proved its worth in the past.” 

The rates of pay have been published in the Army 
Regulations. 

The PRESIDENT: 
that you want to propose. 
the election of a Committee of this Council, 
this Counci] consider the resolution you have 
read / 

Major Hospay: If it is possible for the Council to 
consider the resolution, I would like to move that as a 
resolution, but I understand it must be suspended 
on the Board first ? 

The Presipent: Yes, I must rule that that re- 
solution must be suspended. Do you propose that 
the matter be referred to a Committee of this Council ? 
The Council might see fit to give them power to act. 

Major Hoppay: Yes, I will propose that, because 
that will bring the matter forward at once. 

Mr. MALE: I second that. 

Sir Jonn Moore: I am very glad that Major 
Hobday has brought this matter forward because, 
having been associated with the Army, and the Army 


Let us be quite clear what it is 
Do you want to propose 
or that 
just 
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Veterinary Service, for so many years, I feel that it 
is my duty to speak on it and to endeavour to defend 
the rights of the Army Veterinary Service in every way 
I possibly can. I am not satisfied with the present 
rates. 

The PRrestpent: May I ask you to speak to the 
resolution for the appointment of a Committee. Do 
you wish the Committee to be appointed or not ? 

Sir Jonn Moore: Yes, I support the resolution 
that the matter be remitted to a Sub-Committee ; 
but I should like to say at the same time that if any 
members of the Council would like to hear, in a very 
few words, the exact rates of pay, I can give them 
to you now. 

The PRESIDEN 
Council. 

Sir JoHN M’FapyYEan : 
Moore be heard. 

The PrestpENT: Is that the wish of the Council ? 

(Cries of ‘* Agreed ’’). 
JOHN Moore: The Veterinary 


The matter is in the hands of the 


I beg to move that Sir John 


Sir Record for 


| October 9th contains all the details in a very simple 


form. I asked the Veterinary Record to have them 
published. [The rates of pay appear below.] 

From that you will see that the dental and veter- 
inary services are paid for the first twelve years the 
same rates of pay ; but when officers become Majors, 
in twelve years, the dental officer is paid 2s, a day more 
than the veterinary officer ; and when officers become 
Lieutenant-Colonels, the veterinary officer is paid 6s. 
a day less than the dental officer and 12s. 6d. a day 
less than the dental officer when he is a full Colonel. 
I cannot understand the difference in the rates of pay ; 
I cannot understand why the veterinary officer should 
be paid less than the dental officer, who belongs to a 
new Corps. There is also a disparity between the 
pay of the administrative ranks of the medical as 
compared with the veterinary, and the anomaly is 
even worse so far as the retiring gratuities are con- 
cerned. You will appreciate from the figures I have 
quoted that there is a great disparity in the figures. 
It seems to me that in the Army, where all officers are 
more or less on an equal footing as officers, there is no 
justification for a variance of pay and gratuity so 


R.A.M.C. A.D.C., R.A.V.C. 
£ s. d. fa ¢@ Ss ae 
Lieut. 1 2 0 Lieut.... 1 O° O Lieut.... 1 0 O . 
Capt. 1 7 O (in 34 yrs.) Capt. 1 5 O Capt. 1 5 O (in 3§ yrs.) 
Major... 1 17 6 (in 12 yrs.) Major... 1 13 0 (in 12 yrs.) Major... 111 O (in 12 yrs.) 
Lt.-Col. 217 6 Lt.-Col. 215 O Lt.-( ‘ol. 29 O 
Col. 310 0 Col. 3.7 6 Col. 215 O 
Retiring Gratuity :— Retiring Gratuity :— Retiring Gratuity :— 
At 7 yrs. £1,000 At 7 yrs. — At 7 yrs. £800 enn 
15 yrs. £2,800 (instead of ,, 15 yrs. £2,000 (instead of 15 yrs. £1,800 abort’ 
£1,800) £1,800) 18 yrs. £2,200 | measure. 
18 yrs. £3,500 (instead of 18 yrs. £3,000 (instead of 


£2,500) 


£2,500) 
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widely different as the Army Order indicates. At all 
events, I think it would be just as well to refer the 
matter to a Sub-Committee in order that the notice 
of the Army authorities may be directed to the point. 

The Presiwent: I am quite sure the Council will 
appreciate the urgency of the matter which has been so 
admirably brought before them by Major Hobday, 
and so lucidly explained by Sir John Moore. There 
is urgent necessity for the appointment of this Com- 
mittee. Do you agree ? 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The Presipent: Will you now suggest names for 
the Committee, Major Hobday ? 

Major Hospay: I suggest that the Committee be 
composed of the following gentlemen: Sir John 
M’Fadyean, Mr. Male, Colonel Dunlop Young, Mr. 
McIntosh, Dr. Bradley, The President, Sir John 
Moore and myself. 

The Presipent: I put it to you that these gentle- 
men be appointed a Committee to deal with this 
matter. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The Presipent: Will you give that Committee 
power to act? Those in favour of the Committee 
being given power to act, please signify. 

The resolution was then put, and carried unani- 
mously, 

The PrestpENT: Gentlemen, that concludes the 
business of the meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. CLARKSON, seconded by 
Mr. West, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the 
President for his conduct in the Chair, and the meeting 


terminated. 
* x * * 


Appendix. 





RELATION OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE TO THE [IRISH 
FREE STATE. 


Memorandum by the Secretary. Presented to the 
Council, Tth October, 1926. 


HISTORICAL. 


Relation of Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
to Ireland : ' 

(a) By Royal Charter. The Charter of 1844 
declared that all graduates of the Colleges of London 
and Edinburgh, and also all students of those Colleges 
and any other Colleges which may be established for the 
purposes of education in Veterinary Surgery, and 
authorised by Royal Sign Manual in that behalf, 
who shall pass such examinations as may be required, 
shall be members of and form one body politic and 
corporate, the ‘‘ Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

The Royal Veterinary College of Ireland was 
established in 1900, and affiliated by Royal Sign 
Manual to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
for the purposes of the Charters. 

Consequently, students of the Dublin College who 
pass the Examinations of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons become Members of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 
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(b) By Act of Parliament. Section 4 of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act of 1881 provides that the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons shall be bound 
to make provision....... for the examination 
rr ee ee in Ireland........ . and to ad- 
mit and register such students as have passed the 
Examinations, as Members of the said Royal College. 

Section 6 gives power to the Council of the College 
to remove names of Members from the Register. 

Section 10 instructs every Registrar of Deaths in 
the United Kingdom to transmit to the Registrar 
a notification of the death of any Veterinary Surgeon. 

Section 13 gives power to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons to register colonial and foreign 
practitioners who hold a diploma recognised for the 
purpose by the Council. 


Sections 16 and 17 give power to the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons to prosecute unregistered 
persons who take or use a veterinary title. 


Section 19 provides that fines and imprisonment 
under the Act may be recovered and imposed sum- 
a in Ireland, within the police dis- 
trict of Dublin metropolis in manner directed by the 
Acts regulating the powers and duties of Justices of 
the Peace or of the police, and elsewhere in Ireland 
as directed by the Petty Sessions (Ireland) Act, 1851. 

The Veterinary Surgeons Act (1881) Amendment 
Act, 1920, Section 2, provides that an annual fee of one 
guinea shall be payable by every member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, save those who 
do not practise in the United Kingdom. 

(c) Effect of recent Legislation. These statutory 
provisions have been affected by the recent legislation 
which has given Dominion Status to the Irish Free 
State. The Acts are : 

]. The Irish Free State Agreement Act, 1921. 

2. The Irish Free State Constitution Act, 1922. 

3. The Irish Free State (Consequential Provisions) 
Act, 1922. 


4. The Irish Free State (Adaptation of Enact- 
ments) Act, 1922. 

By the two first named Acts, Southern Ireland is 
granted a constitution, and becomes a self governing 
Dominion like Canada. The relevant sections of the 
Constitution are as follows : 


Art. 2. 

All powers of government and all authority, 
legislative, executive, and judicial in Ireland, are 
derived from the people of Ireland and the same 
shall be exercised in the Irish Free State (Saorstat 
Eireann) through the organisations established by 
or under, and in accord with, this Constitution. 


Art. 51. 

The Executive Authority of the Irish Free State 
is hereby declared to be vested in the King, and 
shall be exercisable in accordance with the law, 
practice, and constitutional usage governing the 
exercise of the Executive Authority in the case of 
the Dominion of Canada, by the Representative of 
the Crown...... 
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Art. 73. 

Subject to this Constitution and to the extent to 
which they are not inconsistent therewith, the laws 
in force in the Irish Free State at the date of the 
coming into operation of this Constitution shall 
continue to be of full force and effect until the 


same or any of them shall have been repealed or | 


amended by enactment of the Oireachtas. 

The Irish Free State (CONSEQUENTIAL PRO- 
visions) Act, 1922, provides by Section 6 (1) that His 
Majesty may by Order in Council (a) make such adap- 
tation of any enactments so far as they relate to any 
of H.M. Dominions other than the Irish Free State, 
as may appear to Him necessary or proper as a con- 
sequence of the establishment of the Irish Free State, 
and any order so made is to have effect as if enacted 
in the Act. 

This Section has been declared by Scrutton, J.* to 
give no power to adapt enactments so far as they re- 
late to the territory of the Irish Free State. Their 
effect can only be altered so far as they relate to 
dominions other than the Irish Free State and if it 
may be necessary to alter their application in other 
dominions because of the establishment of the Irish 
Free State. 

The first Order made under the Act was on the 
27th March, 1923, The Irish Free State ( Consequential 
Adaptation of Enactments) Order, 1923, No. 405. 

Clause 2 provides that subject to the provisions of 
this Order, or of any subsequent Order in Council, 
made under Section 6 of the Irish Free State (Con- 
sequential Provisions) Act, 1922, cited above 
references in any enactment passed before the es- 
tablishment of the [rish Free State to 

The United Kingdom. 

Great Britain and Ireland, or 

Great Britain or Ireland, or 

British Islands, or 

Ireland, 
shall, in the application of the enactment to any part 
of Great Britain other than the Irish Free State, 
be construed as exclusive of the Irish Free State, 
except that in the Acts mentioned in the Schedule 
to the Order, any such expression as aforesaid shall 
to the extent specified in that Schedule, be construed 
as including the Irish Free State. 

Clause 16 provides that “ Nothing in this Order 
shall affect the construction, in its application to the 
Irish Free State of any Act which by virtue of Article 


73 of the Irish Free State Constitution (cited above) 


is to continue in force within the Irish Free State.” 

Clause 2 of this Order gives us no help with regard to 
the application of the Veterinary Surgeons Acts to 
The Irish Free State. 

There was, however, passed by the Free State 
Parliament, on December 20th, 1925, the Irn1sH FREE 
State ADAPTATION OF ENactmMeNts Act, 1922. 
This Act recites (1) Art. 73 of the Constitution quoted 
above ; (2) that all Acts of the British Parliament will 
therefore have the force of law in Ireland ; (3) that it is 

. necessary in order to enable such Acts to have 


*R.v.S. of S. for Home Affairs, ex parte O’Brien, 1923, 2K.B. 382 at p. 338. 
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full foree and effect in Irish Free State that certain 
interpretations and adaptations of such Acts and of 
all Orders, Rules and Regulations made thereunder 
should be made and makes the following 
provisions :—~ 

(3) For the purpose of the construction of any 

British Statute the name “ Ireland,’’ whether used 

alone or in conjunction with the expression “ Great 

Britain,” or by implication as being in the expression 

‘United Kingdom,” shall mean Saorstat Eireann. 

12. (i) The Executive Council of Saorstat Eireann 
may from time to time by Order make all such general 
and specific adaptations of or modifications in any 
British Statute which in the opinion of the Executive 
Council are necessary in order to enable such Statute 
to have full force and effect in Saorstat-Eireann. 

(ii) Any such adaptation or modification as is 
mentioned in this Section may be made notwith- 
standing that same is covered or effected by any general 
adaptation or modification made by this Act, but no 
adaptation or modification shall be made under 
this Section which is inconsistent with any adaptation 
or modification made by this Act. 

14. Wherever any British Statute adapted or 
modified or authorised to be adapted or modified by 
this Act has been adapted or modified by or under 
the authority of any subsequent British Statute this 
Act shall be construed as referring to such Statute 
as so adapted or modified. 

16. (i) Every interpretation, adaptation or modifi- 
cation made by this Act in the construction or appli- 
cation of any British Statute shall apply to every 
Order, Rule or Regulation made under such Statute 
and having the force of law in Saorstat Eireann, and 
every such Order, Rule and Regulation shal] be 
construed and interpreted in conformity with the 
British Statute (as applied, adapted or modified by or 
under this Act) under which the same is made. 

(ii) Wherever any power is given by this Act of 
applying, interpreting, adopting or modifying any 
British Statute, such power shal] extend and apply to 
every Order, Rule and Regulation made under such 
Statute and having the force of law in Saorstat 
Kireann. . 

19. Every Order made by the Executive Council 
under this Act shall be laid before each House of the 
Oireachtas forthwith, and unless and until a resolution 
annulling such Order is passed by either House of the 
Oireachtas within the next subsequent, twenty-one 
days on which that House has sat after such Order is 
laid before it, such Order shall have effect as if 
enacted in this Act, but no such resolution shall 
operate to prejudice the validity of anything pre- 
viously done under such Order. 

The Council has been informed by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, that, as a result of the joint 
operation of (a) Art. 73 of the Constitution of the 
Irish Free State, (b) the Irish Free State (Consequential! 
Adaptation of Enactments) Order, 1922, and (c) 
the Adaptation of Enactments Act (No. 2 of 1922) 
of the Irish Free State, the Royal College no longer 
exercises any jurisdiction in the Irish Free State, 
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but that though the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons are not now bound by any law in force in 
this country to make, as a statutory duly, provision for 
the examination of students of the Veterinary College, 
Dublin, the Royal College is empowered under its 
Charters to make provision for such examination and 
for the registration of successful students as Members 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons with all 
the privileges conferred by Sec. 17 of the Act of 1881. 

Furthermore, that H.M. Government see no diffi- 
culty in the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
continuing the present arrangement, which, they are 
informed, has the approval of the Free State Govern- 
ment. 

It must, therefore, be assumed that the Veterinary 
Acts are inconsistent with the Constitution of the 
Irish Free State, which is now just as much a Colony 
as Canada. The Acts do not run in Canada, neither 
therefore do they run in the Irish Free State. 


PRESENT SITUATION. 

The present situation is, therefore, as follows : 

1. The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has 
power to examine students educated at the Dublin 
College, but is under no statutory duty to do so. 

2. Students of the Dublin College who pass the 
final examination may be admitted Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and they are 
then entitled in Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
but not in the Irish Free State, to the privileges 
conferred by the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881. 

3. No Registrar of Deaths in Southern Ireland 
is bound to notify deaths of Veterinary Surgeons to 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

4. If the Royal College removes the name of a 
member for unprofessional conduct and that member 
practises in the Irish Free State, he may still describe 
himself as a member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, and there is no body empowered to prohibit 
such conduct. 

5. Any unregistered person in the Irish Free State 
is at liberty to call himself a veterinary surgeon or 
member or Fellow of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, and no power remains in any body to pro- 
hibit such an act. The only statutory authority 
to take action against such persons is vested in the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and their 
jurisdiction is now restricted to Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. 

6. Members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons who practise in the Irish Free State are 
exempted by Sec. 2 (4) of the Veterinary Surgeons 
Act of 1920, from payment of the annual fee. The 
Registrar has, therefore, no right to claim payment of 
such fee in Southern Ireland ; and if he receives from 
members practising in Southern Ireland payment of the 
annual fee, he ought either to return it or to ask 
whether the member is willing to make the payment 
as a voluntary subscription to the funds of the College. 

7. Any British Act which may now be in force in 
the Irish Free State and any Free State Act in which 
reference is made to Veterinary Surgeons or Veter- 
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inary Inspectors is rendered nugatory to the extent 
that there is no statutory power to restrict the use of 
such a title to qualified and registered persons. 


RECOMMENDATION. 


The Royal Veterinary College of Ireland is by the 
Ministers and Secretaries Act, 1924 (No. 16 of 1924 
Saorstat Eireann) declared to be a branch of ad- 
ministration assigned to the Department of Lands and 
Agriculture, but no provision has yet been made by 
the Free State Government for the examination of 
students of that College, though it is understood 
that the Government of the Free State is willing that 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons should 
continue to examine such students as heretofore. 

It is therefore recommended that the Government 
of the Irish Free State should, under the powers given 
by Sec. 12 (1) of the Adaptation of Enactments Act, 
1922, by Order in Council, make a general adaptation 
of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, and the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act (1881) Amendment Act, 
1920, to the Irish Free State. 

The effect of this would be to maintain the status 
quo, and restore to the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, the power of protecting the title of Veter- 
inary Surgeon in the Irish Free State, of controlling 
the conduct of its members in the Irish Free State 
and of recovering from Free State members the 
annual fee. 


EDINBURGH COLLEGE REPORT. 


The annual report of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, for the 103rd session (1925-26), shows that the 
post-graduate side of the College, instituted a few years 
ago, is developing in the most satisfactory manner. It 
has been found that the presence of men pursuing advanced 
study is a source of inspiration to students taking the or- 
dinary professional curriculum. 

In the competition for prizes, awarded by the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons on the marks obtained in 
professional examinations by candidates in all veterinary 
colleges in Great Britain and Ireland, students from the 
College were equal firsts for the Williams and Walley 
prizes. In the competition for the Fitzwygram prizes, the 
“blue ribbon,” automatically competed for by all veter- 
inary students, and awarded for the highest marks obtained 
in all the professional examinations of the curriculum, 
a student of the College occupied first place. 

A centenary post-graduate fellowship of the annual 
value of £250 has been instituted as a permanent memorial 
of the hundredth anniversary of the foundation of the 
College, and the election of the first Fellow took place during 
the session. The holder of the Fellowship has been pur- 
suing an investigation on animal tuberculosis, working 
in the College and in Paris. 

An event of considerable importance, as bearing on 
the history of the College and veterinary edueation in 
Scotland, was the formal opening by the Secretary of State 
for Scotland of the new buildings, consisting of class- 
rooms, laboratories, and hospital. 

A recent development of the activities of the College 
has been in the direction of diagnostic work in diseases 
of poultry and under the Tuberculosis Order (1925). In 
accordance with an arrangement between the Board of 
Agriculture for Scotland and the College, poultry keepers 
are now able to obtain information and advice respecting 
disease among their stock. It is anticipated that, as this 
becomes more widely known, demands upon the College 
will increase... The Scotaman. 
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DIVISIONAL REPORT. 


Central Division. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


The Annual General Meeting of the Central Division, 
which was preceded by a Special Meeting, was held 
at 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on the evening of Thurs- 
day, October 14th, 1926, with the retiring President 
(Major-General Sir John Moore) in the Chair, until the 
election of his successor (Major G. W. Dunkin) had 
taken place, and the latter had been weleomed and 
inducted to the Chair by the former. 

SpeciAL MEETING. 


In addition to the above, the following were present 


at the Special Meeting, presided over by Sir John 
Moore: Messrs. A. H. Andrew, C. Macara-Finnie, 
R. J. Foreman, Herbert W. King, H. Kirk, 


Mr. J. W. Melutosh, Col. P. J. Simpson, Messrs. RB. J 
Stow, and EK. Lionel Stroud, Lieut.-Col. T. D. Young, 
aid Mr. J. F. Macdonald, Hon. Secretary. 

The Prestpent: This is a Special Meeting to con- 
sider a proposed alteration of Rule 2 of the Victory 
Medal Rules, and | am going to ask Major Dunkin 
if he will move the proposed alteration. 

Major Dunk: I beg to move the following alteration 
of Rule 2 of the rules governing the award of the Victory 
Medal : that the words * during the year ”’ be deleted, 
the rule to read as follows : “ A medal may be awarded 
annually to that person who, in the opinion of the 
Council of the Society, has done most to further the 
interests of the Society, either by reading a paper or in 
any other way.” : 

The Presipent: Has anyone 
garding this ¢ 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Livesry. 

The meeting then went into committee to discuss the 
question and, upon the resumption of the open meet- 
ing, the matter was put to the vote, when the motion 
was carried with one dissentient. * 

There was no further business to be considered and 
the President declared the meeting closed. 


anything to say re- 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

At this meeting, which was held immediately open 
the termination of the above, there were present, 
addition to Sir John Moore and Major Dunkin, 
Messrs. A. Hl. Andrew, L. 8. Balls, W. Brown, C. 
Macara-Finnie, R. J. Foreman, H. D. Jones, Herbert 
W. King, H. Kirk, Mr. J. W. MelIntosh, Mr. 
W. Perryman, Col. P. J. Simpson, Messrs. J. 
?—— R. J. Stow, E. L. Stroud (Hon. Treasurer), 

C. N. Thompson, W. K. Townson, Professor @. H. 
Wooldridge, Lieut.-Col. T. D. Young and J. F. 
Macdonald (Hon. Secretary). 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Division, 
which was held at Aldershot, were approved as pub- 
lished in The Record, with the addition of a brief 
reference to the business portion of the proceedings, 
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which included a minute that the resignation of 
Professor Bernard Gorton, who had moved to Bourne- 
mouth, was received and was accepted with much 
regret. 

CORRESPONDENCE: (1) Apologies for absence from 
Miss Cust, Majors Davenport, Hobday, Mr. G. Dunlop 
Martin, Majors G. Rees-Mogg and Mulvey, Messrs. 
H. L. Roberts, J. Rowe, and J. and F. W. Willett. 

(2) From Mr. W. C. Auld (Wincanton), Mr. F. W. 
Cousens (Wimbledon), Professor E. G. Langford 
(Newmarket), Major Herbert Mason (Cheltenham), Mr. 
Arthur Payne, Major-General W. Dunlop Smith, who 
has gone abroad, Mr.W hitby (Taunton), and Col. W. A. 
Wood (Cambridge), re questing the Society to accept 
their resignations, owing to their inability to attend 
the meetings. 

The PrestpENt, pointing out that this was a list of 
eight names, said that it represented a rather serious 
loss to the Society. He wondered if any of the gentle- 
men concerned could be induced to continue their 
membership. 

Professor WooLpRIDGE said that he thought that 
Professor Langford, who had left the Royal Veterinary 
College for Newmarket, should be asked to reconsider 
his decision, as he frequently came up to town. 

Mr. Meclwrosu suggested that the same course 
should be adopted in regard to Colonel Wood, as he 
had a distinet recollection of that gentleman having 
frequently attended the meetings. 

Professor WooLpRtpGE remarked that in this case, 
particularly, a little extra pressure might be brought 
to bear by expression of the Society's sense of the 
personal loss which would be suffered by Colonel 
Wood’s withdrawal from membership. 

Mr. Livesey asked whether Major-General Dunlop 
Smith could not be asked to become an Honorary 
Member. 

The Secretary informed Mr, Livesey that the 
position of those who had moved abroad had been 
discussed previously, when it had been found that 
only those on offic ial service abroad were entitled to 
become Honorary Members. 

Mr. Stroup suggested that Major Mason be asked 
to reconsider his decision. 

ff, was agreed that this course should be adopted 
in the cases of Professor Langford, Colonel Wood, and 
Major Mason, and that the resignations of Mr. Auld, 
Mr. Cousens, Mr. Payne, Major-General Dunlop Smith, 
and Mr. Whitby, be accepted with regret. 

(3) From the Secretary of the N.V.M.A.,*in reference 
to the resolution sent from the Division requesting the 
Council of the “ National ” to consider the feasibility 
of a reduction in the membership subscription. 
The letter was as follows : 

** Capt. « . Maedonald, M.R.C.V.S., 
“ id 
Central Division, N.V.M.A., 
183 Upper Richmond Road, 
Putney, S.W. 15 

“ Dear Sir, -The Council of this Association at a meeting 
held in Dublin on Monday, 26th July last, received the 
report of the Finance Committee on the following Resolu- 
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tion passed at a meeting of your Division on March 4th 
last :— 

‘ That the N.V.M.A. should consider the advisability 
of the reduction of the subscription (which includes the 
receipt of the Veterinary Record), to members of 
Divisions, who have their local subscriptions to meet.’ 

‘*T am instructed to inform you that the Council accepted 
and adopted the Committee’s report which was to the effect 
that, after having heard a statement from the Treasurer, 
they much regret that the present state of the Association’s 
finances does not permit them to recommend any reduction 
in the membership subscription.—Yours faithfully, F. 
Kyieut, General Secretary. 
‘‘ National Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland, 
10 Gray’s Inn Square, London, W.C. 1. 
18th August, 1926.” 


The Prestpent: Has anyone any remarks to make 
onthat?.... If not, I am afraid we shall have to 


accept that as final. 


ALTERATION OF Victory MEDAL RULEs. 


The next item on the agenda was to confirm the 
proposed alteration of rules governing the award of 
the Victory Medal. 

The PresipENnT: This came up for discussion at the 
Special Meeting which preceded this, and it was 
proposed by Major Dunkin that a certain alteration 
in the rules governing the award of the Victory 
Medal should be effected. The present rule is 
to this effect: “A medal may be awarded 
annually to that person who, in the opinion of the 
Council of the Society, has done most during the year 
to further the interests of the Society, either by read- 
ing & paper or in any other way.” The proposed alter- 
ation is to delete the words “ during the year ” making, 
therefore, the rule to be retrospective. IJ have to put 
it to you that this alteration should be confirmed at 
this, the Annual General Meeting. 1 am going to 
ask Major Dunkin to propose it formally, as he was 
the original proposer. 

Major Dunkin complied, and the proposition was 
seconded by Colonel Simpson. 

Professor WooLpRIDGE : Is it in order to antplify 
the wording of that rule, because it now reads that the 
award is to be made to the member who, in the opinion 
of the Council of the Society, has done most during the 
year to further its interests. That is a very difficult 
thing to decide and if it could be got over by some 
slight alteration I think it would be desirable. 

The PrestpenT: Of course, you can interpret the 
word “ most,”’ or the whole of the clause in a very 
elastic manner, and so I think we should probably do 
well to allow the wording to stand, as proposed by 
Major Dunkin. Moreover, the proposition has al- 
ready been approved at the Special Meeting : we have 
oaly to confirm it here. 

Mr. Livesey: I submit that if this meeting takes 
into consideration what Professor Wooldridge has 
said and agrees with him, it is open to this meeting 
to refuse to confirm it, when it will have to come 





before another Special Meeting and, presumably in 
its amended form, have to be confirmed at the next 
Annual General Meeting, which will delay the matter 
for another year. 

The PrEsIvENtT put the proposition to the meeting, 
when it was carried nem. con. 


Tae ANNUAL Report. 

The Secretary read the report of the proceedings 
vf the Society for the Session 1925-26, as follows : 

During the Session of 1925-26 there have been held 
seven General Meetings, one Annual General Meeting, the 
Annual Dinner and three Council Meetings, while, in 
addition to this, a very active Committee under the 
Chairmanship of Major Dunkin have held several meetings, 
and done much spade work in connection with the X-ray 
scheme. 

One General Meeting was cancelled on account of the 
strike in May. 

Seven new Fellows were elected and three resignations 
were accepted. 

The Society has, unfortunately, lost two of its most 
prominent Fellows through death - Sir Stewart Stockman, 
and Captain A. E. Willett. 

The Victory Medal was awarded to Professor G. H. 
Wooldridge. 

Numerous morbid specimens were shown during the 
Session, and gave rise to excellent discussions. This is 
one of the most interesting items on the agenda, and the 
thanks of the Society are due to Fellows exhibiting speci- 
mens, which are often brought at great personal in- 
convenience. 

The following papers were read : 

1. Presidential Address : ‘‘ Foot-and-Mouth Disease as 
seen in Austria ’—Major-General Sir J. Moore, K.C.M.G., 
C.B., F.R.C.V.S. 

2. ‘‘ The Position of the Industrial Horse in London ”’- 
Lieut.-Col. J. W. Rainey, C.B.E., M.R.C.V.S. 

3. ‘‘ Vesico-Pustules and Distemper ’’——-Major G. W. 
Dunkin, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. 

4. ‘‘ The National Veterinary Medical Association and 
its Divisions.” “ Poor People’s Clinics Professor B. 
Gorton, M.R.C.V.S., M.P.S. 

5. ‘‘ Animal Disease in Southern Africa ’’—Dr. W. H. 
Andrews, D.Sc., M.R.C.V.S. 

6. In July the Society were the guests of the Aldershot 
Army Veterinary Association at Aldershot, where the 
following officers of the R.A.V.C. gave demonstrations :- 

(a) Operation for Windsucking and Crib Biting— 

Major C. H. 8. Townsend, O.B.E., M.C., assisted by 

Major V. C. Leckie, D.S.O. 

(6) Parade of Horses Operated on for Roaring— Major 

8. L. Slocock, M.C. 

(c) Parade of Best Types of Army Horses—Lieut.-Col. 

W. H. Walker, D.S.O., O.B.E. 

(d) Clinical Cases at Station Veterinary Hospital- 

Major H. Kirby, D.8.O. 

(e) Inspection of the Army Veterinary School—- Major 

Colin Davenport, O.B.E. 

(f) Demonstration of X-ray Apparatus and Slow 

Motion Cinema Films of Lameness, etc..-Major J. J. 

Soutar, O.B.E. 
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The report was received and adopted, as, with a 
slight alteration, necessitated by a printer’s error, 
was the Balance Sheet, which showed the finances of 
the Division to be in a very satisfactory state. 

In seconding the proposition in regard to the 
Balance Sheet (which the Presipentr had proposed), 
Mr. J.tvesey said that, as auditor, he would like to 
take that opportunity of congratulating Mr. Stroud, 
their Treasurer, on the excellent way in which he 
conducted the financial affairs of the Society and added 
thereby year by year to the good service rendered by 
him during the period, which now extended to 27 
years, of his participation in the affairs of the Society 
as an active officer. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Stroup, who was received with applause, 
said that the life subscriptions had been mounting up 
during the last three years, and it was decided at the 
last Council Meeting that the sum of 55 guineas, 
accruing from this source, should be invested. He had 
purchased, on behalf of the Society, £100 worth of 
24 per cent. consolidated Stock, and they had a small 
balance in hand to go towards the next life subscrip- 
tions which might come in. 


(T'o be continued). 








NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 





Diary of Events. 


8th. Meetings of Committees of Council 
N.V.M.A:: Parliamentary, 2-30 p.m.; 
Veterinary Inspectors’ and Public 
Health, 3 p.m.; Finance, 4 p.m. ; 
Editorial, 5 p.m. 

Meeting of the Midland 
Division at Tamworth. 

Meeting of the Royal Counties Division 
at 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 

Changes in address for Register to be 
notified to Registrar. 


Nov. 


Nov. 11th. Counties’ 


Nov. 26th. 


Nov. 30th. 
Examination fees payable. 
Membership Examinations (written). 
Membership Examinations (oral), 


7th. 
9th. 


Dec. 
Dec. 





LiveERPOOL ‘“ ANIMALS’ SANCTUARY.” 

We think it well to emphasise the fact that the note 
inserted in our last issue under the above heading 
was merely a quotation from the Liverpool Echo. 
We had no information as to the accuracy of the 
statements therein made, and have now reason to 
suppose that some of the statements have no founda- 
tion in fact. Our readers, therefore, should not as- 
sume that the proposed Animals’ Sanctuary has the 
approval of all of the gentlemen named. 





The Degree of B.Sc. (Vet. Sc.) of the University of 
Edinburgh has been conferred upon William Henry 
Watkins Baird, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 


ULTRA-VIOLET RAys AND HEALTH. 


By permission of the Secretary of the Zoological Society, 
the New Health Society received about 50 representatives 
of the Press and others interested in health questions, 
at the Zoological Gardens on Monday morning, to meet 
Mr. F. E. Lamplough, the inventor ot “ vitaglass,”’ and to 
inspect the installations in the Gardens. 

Dr. Chalmers Mitchell received the party, after which Dr. 
S. H. Belfrage, in a short address, explained that the New 
Health Society, whose object was education in all matters 
affecting health, attached a very high value to Mr. Lamp- 
lough’s invention of ‘ vitaglass”’ and to the successful 
experiments in its use made at the Zoo. Ultra-violet light, 
he said, consisted of invisible rays beyond the violet end 
of the spectrum. It had been proved that they had a 
stimulating effect on general growth, power of resistance 
to disease, and on the richness of the blood. They were 
closely associated in their qualities with the chemical 
substances now known as vitamins. 

Dr. Belfrage added that Mr. Lamplough, late Fellow of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, after prolonged experiment, 
had invented a form of glass which was transparent to 
ultra-violet rays. The Zoological Society had built a 
special house to test it, and as a result of its success there, 
had installed it in the Lion House and in parts of the 
existing Reptile House. They were also placing it in the 
new Reptile House and in the Monkey House, the construc- 
tion of which was being begun that day. It had been 
proved in the Zoo that ultra-violet light had a markedly 
beneficial influence on the vitality and spirits of reptiles, 
monkeys, and the large carnivores.— The Times. 


A ScorrisH INsPECTION PROBLEM. 





“A query from Kincardineshire as to whether Forfar 
County Council would be prepared to grant the services of 
Mr. John Lyel, their veterinary inspector, for the purpose 
of administering the Milk and Dairies Act in their area,was,”’ 
says the Dundee Courier, of 26th October, ‘‘ discussed at 
Forfar yesterday at a meeting of the local authority and 
the four public health districts of the county. 

‘Mr. James Kydd, Scryne, who presided, said the letter 
from the county clerk of Kincardine was very indefinite, 
and he did not see how they in Forfarshire were able to 
say what proportion of Mr. Lyel’s salary Kincardineshire 
would have to pay until they exactly knew what his duties 
were to be. 

‘‘Mr. R. Freer Myles, county clerk, said that, judging 
from the letter received, it would appear that all five dis- 
tricts of Kincardineshire would join. 

“Mr. David Maxwell, Ballindarg, said he did not think 
their inspector would have sufficient time to cover the 
work of Kincardineshire for a certain period at any rate. 

“Mr. Kydd said that was his opinion also. Mr. Lyel 
had not had time since his appointment to go over all their 
own county, and he did not think it would be quite fair 
to Mr. Lyel to get a proportion of the county of Kincardine 
thrown in. 

‘It was agreed that the clerk write to Kincardine 
pointing out that unless they were prepared to put forward 
a definite proposal as to the extent of the area they wished 
the Forfarshire inspector to cover they could not see their 
way to consider the question.” 





R.C.V.S. OBITUARY. 


STANLEY, Frederick Sutton, Mill House, Thurlaston, 
Rugby. Graduated, London, 29th May, 1894. Died, 
2lst October, 1926. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 


All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


Minimum Salaries of Whoie-time Officers. 


To True Eprror or THe Verertnany Recorp. 


Sir, All who are interested in the report of the meeting 
of the N.V.M.A. Appointments Committee, published in 
the Veterinary Record, of October 23rd, will welcome the 
step taken by the Committee in fixing a scale of minimum 
salaries for whole-time veterinary olficers. There are, 
however, one or two points which require elucidation. 

In the beginning of the discussion on the report, Mr. 
Hogben expresses the view that junior whole-time men 
should receive a similar salary to that granted by the Minis- 
try of Agriculture. Professor Buxton asked if it was Mr, 
Hogben’s opinion that the same terms of appointment 
should apply if they received the same salary and Mr. 
Gofton added that “ with regard to the placing of junior 
inspectors on the same basis as Ministry men, | would 
point out that the Ministry of Agriculture requires a 
certain standard of competence and the capability of 


’ 


carrying a certain measure of responsibility.’ 


I should like to point out that the possession of the 
D.V.5.M. exempts an Inspector in the Ministry from 
half of the examination part for appointment. Moreover, 
it is the practice of local authorities to appoint, when 
possible, junior officers who possess the D.V.5.M. or a 
post-graduate training in administrative work. ‘They 
also demand a certain standard of competence and 
capacity of carrying responsibility, which is as essential 
to success in local authority work as in any other sphere. 


One must admit that in local authority appointments 
there are occasions when a lay inspector might be ap- 
pointed for certain duties in lieu of a qualified veterinary 
surgeon, as Colonel Young suggests, but the ability of the 
two men cannot be compared. There are the duties 
which only qualification can do, but in most duties that 
could be carried out by either man, the lay inspector 
would require to have had considerable experjence 
which thus leaves the difference in their respective 
salaries of no moment. 

Without being unappreciative of the good work the 
Appointments Committee has done in this matter, | 
should like to suggest that the minimum salaries for junior 
officers are too small and that if the occasion occurred 
where a junior oificer, newly qualified, and without any 
post-graduate experience, etc., might be added to a 
local authority staff, the appointment in such cases 
should be a probationary one at a salary commensurate 
with the officer’s capabilities and that he be later ap- 
pointed at a minimum salary for junior officers con- 
siderably higher than the scales at present agreed upon 
by the Appointments Committee. I am, Sir, Yours 
faithfully, WintiAmM TWEED. 

Sheffield, 


28th October, 1926. 
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The Use of ‘‘ Nator B”’ Vaccine in Contagious Abortion. 


To rue Eprror or THe VEererRINARY REcORD. 

Sir, Some of my fellow practitioners who are familiar 
with my experience in this neighbourhood in the treat- 
ment of epizootic abortion in cattle, have suggested that it 
deserves a wider publicity and perhaps the following 
notes may therefore prove of interest. Let me say, 
at the outset, that Sir John M’Fadyean is my authority 
for the confirmation of the diagnosis of contagious 
abortion in these cases. 

The affected cattle consisted of » Friesian herd (blacks) 
60 in number—in which abortions commenced in 1921, 
continuing in 1925; a Shorthorn herd—45 in number— 
aborting since 1921, continuing in 1925; a Welsh herd 
28 in number —all aborting in 1925 and continuing to the 
early months of this year. In addition, there are also 
various animals at several farms in the neighbourhood, 
so making a total of some 200 aborting animals which 
have come under my care. 

Up to 1925, the treatment given consisted of the in- 
jection of the Ministry of Agriculture’s living vaccine, 
which was employed in all aborting cattle as soon as 
abortion took place. In these animals, two months 
subsequent to serving, as afurther precautionary measure, 
a vaccine consisting of dead organisms (prepared by 
Messrs. Burroughs, Wellcome and Co.) was also injected, 
but despite these measures the abortions continued un- 
checked. 

During the past year, however, L have employed solely 
the vaccine Nator B, to the exclusion of all other vaccines, 
injecting each animal with the first dose at the third 
month and repeating the dose at the sixth month of 
gestation, with the result that out of 200 animals so 
treated two only have aborted one at the sixth month 
and the other at the eighth month of gestation—while 
the remaining 198 have brought calves to maturity. 

For information, L would like to add that Nator B 
is a specific vaccine consisting of dead organisms. It is 
prepared by Dr. Blaizot (formerly of the Pasteur In- 
stitute) at the Bacteriological Laboratory at Laigle, 
Normandy, the material used in these cases being obtained 
through Messrs. Genatosan Ltd.—Yours faithfully, 
W. Francis HuGues. 

Beech Cottage, 

Denbigh, N. Wales. 
October 30th, 1926. 
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